
Documents for  Laura Jean Marquis 
 

KEY EVENTS IN HUGUENOT HISTORY 
 

1533 John Calvin flees Paris, becomes pastor in Geneva in 1536 and 

maintains strong ties and influence with French reform movement until his 

death in 1564 
 
1550’s Calvinism comes to France, wins thousands of converts 
 
1559 First Huguenot synod held, in Paris 
 
1559 Attempt to replace the Catholic Guises with the Huguenot Condé as 

regent 
 
1560 Huguenots petition the king and threaten revolt if persecution persists 
 
1560 first record of Marquis in Scotland (according to Rollin R. Marquis 

history including Flora Marquis-Pyle paper referencing Don Marquis letters) 

 

*** Author Steve Marquis places his line there much earlier “Life and Times of 

The Marquis family of Argyll”  

 

1562 Massacre at Vassy ( by Guise )  begins the French religious wars 
 
1562 Huguenots sign a manifesto saying they were forced to take arms 
 
1565 Huguenot colony massacred at St. John, Florida by Pedro Mendendez 
 
1572 Catherine de Medici orders an attempt to assassinate Huguenot leader 

Coligny 
 
1572 St. Bartholomew's Day massacre kills as many as 100,000 French 

Huguenots 
 
1585 Huguenots and other Protestants are ordered expelled from France 

(most stay) 
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1593 Huguenot Henry IV converts to Catholicism to gain the throne 
 
1598 Edict of Nantes promises protection to Huguenot 
 
The later Edict of Fontainebleau, which revoked the Edict of Nantes in 

October 1685, was promulgated by Louis XIV, the grandson of Henry IV. It 

drove an exodus of Protestants and increased the hostility of Protestant 

nations bordering France. 

 

1720 – William Marquis and Margaret Colville Marquis emigrate to 

America. 

 

 
 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Edict_of_Fontainebleau
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Louis_XIV_of_France
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